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Dear Parents & Carers, 

 
 

It has been lovely to welcome all the children back to  Reception after the 
break, We hope the children enjoyed their holiday and we look forward to 
working with them this term.  
 
This terms topic is Dinosaurs, the children will be firstly discussing the things 
they may already know about Dinosaurs and then moving on to what they 
want to find out about them. This will inform their learning across all areas of 
the curriculum. 
 
We would like to say that our doors are always open should you like to discuss 

any matter with us. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. Wrap up warm ! 
 
 

         Mrs Ellison and Mrs Haynes 
 
 



 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Development 
 Friendship. 
 Cooperation—how we should treat each other. 
 Being responsible. 
 How do we feel when people are unkind?  
 Resolving conflict—how we can be kind to people. 
 Being independent—putting on an apron and buttoning or zipping 

up their coat by themselves. 
 
 
 

Communication and Language 
 Talk about poetry.
 Talk about what they are doing.
 Join in with repeated refrains and 
     anticipates key events and phrases in 
     rhymes and stories.
 Retell the stories of 
     ‘Harry and the Dinosaurs.
      Goldilocks and the Three Bears
      The Three Billy Goats Gruff

Dinosaurs

Expressive Arts and Design
Exploring and using media and materials
 Painting on a large scale
 Exploring and mixing colours.
 Collage dinosaurs using 2D shapes.
 Exploring the different sounds of musical 
    Instruments and explore how sounds can be
   changed
Being Imaginative
 Dinosaur environments
 Small world
 Dinosaur museum

Mathematics 
Numbers 
 Counting reliably up to 20 and recognising numbers up to 20. 
 Comparing and ordering numbers. 
 Number formation 
Calculating 
 One more and one less 
 Addition and subtraction 
 Doubles 
 Number bonds (practically) 
Shape, Space and Measure 
 2D and 3D shapes and properties– circle, square, rectangle, 

triangle, cube, cuboid, cylinder, sphere. 

Literacy 
Writing 
 Poems and descriptions /fact files  
 Writing for a purpose – instructions, invitations, letters, cards, lists, 

labels, captions  
 Write in the style of an author—descriptive writing 
Shared Reading  
 Dinosaur poems 
 Dinosaur stories—Harry and the Dinosaurs series,  
     Dinosaur roars. Non-fiction books about dinosaurs.  
 Reading instructions, invitations, letters, cards, lists,  
    labels, menus. 
 Titch 
 Rhyming words and alliteration. 
 Orally retelling the story of  ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff. 
Phonics 
 Learn and reinforce all letter sounds and blend cvc words. 

 



Meet  the Reception  Team 

A small request  
 

We like to get outside as much as we can, even when the weather is a little wet and 
chilly  and now autumn very much upon us the weather will be becoming even more 
unpredictable. Therefore can we please ask if you could send in some wellies if possi-

ble and make sure your child has a coat in school so  
we can make the most of our outdoor learning area. 

Home Learning 
 
 

We would like you to read with your child everyday, as it helps your children to 
progress.  

Please also note we will now begin to send home letter formation practice and 
kindly ask that you  

 
 help your child  practice their red and green words. 

Mrs Jones 
Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Ellison 
Class Teacher 

Mrs Haynes 
Class Teacher 

 

Mrs Dicks 
Teaching Assistant 

Mr Margieson 
PPA Teacher 

Mrs Connerty 
HLTA 

Communication and Language  
Talk about poetry. 
Talk about what they are doing. 
Join in with repeated refrains and  
anticipates key events and phrases in  
rhymes and stories. 
Retell the stories of ‘: 
Harry and the Dinosaurs.” 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Physical Development 
Moving and Handling 
 Develop gross motor skills—climbing and  
     balancing on the climbing equipment,  
     riding tricycles. 
 Games - throwing, aiming and receiving a ball. 
 Dance - move in response to music –move like 

dinosaurs.  
 Gymnastics –floor work—balancing, making big 

and small shapes, travelling and taking weight 
on different parts of their body. 

 Develop fine motor skills  - mark-making and 
writing, threading and cutting.  

 
Health and self care 
 Keeping healthy – what can we eat and drink 

to keep us healthy?      
 Exercise—what we do to keep us fit? 
 

 

Dinosaurs 

Spring 1 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  
 Exploring materials – play dough, salt 

dough, plastercine, clay. 
 Awareness of change - ice, sand, corn 

flour, clay, cooking, jelly, salt dough. 
 Seasonal changes—Winter into Spring. 
 Small world—dinosaurs and their  
     environment. 
 Make 3D models using construction, 

large wooden blocks, paper—dinosaurs  
 Technology in role play areas for  
      children to use - cameras, till. 
 Using IT - iPad, computer, CD player, 

cameras. 
 

. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using media and materials 

Painting on a large scale—dinosaurs. 
Exploring and mixing colours. 
Collage dinosaurs using 2D shapes. 
Exploring the different sounds of musical  
Instruments and explore how sounds can be 
changed—dinosaur sounds and movement. 

Being Imaginative 
Dinosaur environments 

Small world 

Dinosaur museum 


